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| like to spend some
time in Mozambique

[ he sunnv sky is
aqua blue

And all the couples
dancing cheek to cheek

It's very nice to stay
a week or two

“Mboambicuee,” Bob Dyvlan, 1976

(3]{,13;. 50 the |_'>'r1-_:\ may nor be among | }3,-].1|1'}.
wittier or most r|r.1p.\::.:!1'¢' hirs of ['Hi'i-'ti'-'h bur
thn‘}' do get o the silnp]f: naiveré thar one feels
about the islands :Ji-k-lnr_'uulmiquy. a braceler of
f.'JillL'l"illH sand and dunes "F"'-”E”i-'u into the
multi-blued waters of the Indian Oveean. That
said, | must admie, | didn't know -.'x.t-;t|1_.' what
to expect. " Don’t waorry. You're going to love it
The [I'il.! of a lifetime,” pm.miu:d I-'__\.;Ig.];(-.r,..k
Cherri B 'Lﬂ-,h, an African specialist and owtfit-
ter whom ['ve been recommending to friends
and DEPARTURES reaclers for close ro ten years.
In May, 1 spent three days with l:'.-rim_-'-; and her
hushand, Richard Wilsan, on HL'IIE:H'L'FI.'I. l5-
land, L'lglﬂ: miles off the southern coast of Mo

r;lmfriqur:. | have enormous crust in their un

d::r:.l:undmtg of Africa (Wilson was raised in
South Africa) and, _iuu a8 impnrmm, in their
ur:dr:rhl:mr.liug of whar pEpsrTURES readers are
luukiu!'; for. . .and whar r]1-_-_1.- arent,

ut is it safe?” | asked 47-year-old Joss
Kene, CECY of rravel-adventurer outfit-

ter and Beyvond, whose q_--.;nh:glr;,ﬂi_-.' eil-

lightened Benguerra Island is one of

the brand's 31 |q:.dgq_-~. in Africa. Afrerall, [ told
him, the way most of us know hi;..r,;unhi;iu;- i%
by the years of civil wars that devastared this
coastal African country from 1976 o 1992,
“There are not many places in the world thar
don't have some sort of geopolitical unrest right
now,” Kene explained. “Paris, Brussels, and ev-
erywhere in berween. There are conflicts here,
bue they are thousands of miles from coastal
Meozambique. Believe me: We would not be
sending people into a war zone, and | certainly
wouldn't be [.'Pﬂ‘-n‘lﬁll'ng Ht.'llgw.'i ra if there was
2 d:mgv:nm.:s civil war situation,”

Setna pmtcctcd MArNe-Conservation ans in



the middle of the Indian Ocean, Benguerra is
the second I::IrEvl.‘S[ {and it's sull small: seven mikes
h}' three and a half miles) of the islands in the
Bazaruio .'\r{:hi[:c:!:lgu, which .u:i'l:iﬂ:r.'d from the
mainland hundreds of thousands :1F}'|.':|n agp.
It 1 as close to genuine jmr:i:li:.r: a5 you will ever
find. After all, who hasn't had thar Robinson
Crusoe moment in which I'IH.':I.‘ fantasize about
hg-ins_r‘:t castaway on a deserted sland, a pl:u'r
where we can live our lives with nothing b the
most necessary and natral toals for survival?

Thar's a lirele of how 1 fel ﬂ:.'in{_; o the is-

land h:.' h{'li:.'npn'r. Pristine, wild, and remore
for sure. ... In fact, it took me close to 36 hours
from Mew York
hannesburg. Then two more flights and a ren-

via Emirares to Dubai o jn-

minure chopper ride. Not to mention a few
layovers here and there. Bur thar's also how i
remains as pure and untouched as it does, Tha
and the passion and menculous care with
which general manager Johan Van Der Merwe
runs the entire operation, overseeing an in-

credibly eager and helphul seaff.

t the lodge, which was preexisring but
painstakingly rebuile by andBeyond
last year, there are ten casinhas, or
privare villas, with tharched roofs, 2
large, open bedroom off of which are ourdoor
showers, wooden deck, and plunge pool. (There
are also two cabanas and a three-bedroom cas
to choose from.) All are within a brisk two-
minute walk from the main house and come
with a butler, should you require. And I must
say although Kent warned thar “if you're look-

.Il'lg I'.(er JJ].'! Pﬂ(}lH ..II'“.I m '|i:.‘ur<.'d gﬂl*‘ﬂ:ullﬁ{'i

like Punta Cana, beware,” | loved che fact
th.'“. il 1.‘.':11!1'! l‘l][ Jl}'{:l Ih.tl. ;."kﬁ:r\fll‘:lng WS J.i]"
ﬁ(]l]ﬂ{itif]]]ﬂd oven JEI l:]t(:li-l.' not to turn lr [i1q8

-[1I'||."i i.t dl..":ldi:di:f' [l th‘." tl;:!:iﬂl'lfr-dli'l'fl‘l
{
Kent said. “But [ think if Yo take that on
board and you say, *Okay, tha’s what interests
me. | want to go back to the way Africa was,

bean. “It's stll a frontier experience,”

then Mozambique is an incredible place to do
that. It's got a great history, and the sensory

ﬂ\"i.""l“ﬂl..{ iH, W'I:I.I. Mg l:;l:i..‘l'lt“

And so it is. Whether in the sheer jaw-
dropping beauty of the whire sands and blue
ocean of in the majesty of the coral and marine
life that you can experience right outside your
casinha, snorkeling off the lodge’s catamaran,
or by deep-sea fishing for the likes of barra-
cuda, wahoo, and giant trevally. AndBeyond
takes great pride in its initiative Oceans With-
out Borders, which supports endangered
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marine life, like the rare dugong, a cousin of
the manatee sometimes known as the sea cow,
Benguerra is connected to a much larger ma-
rine ecosystem that stretches from South Af
rica to Somalia, as imporeant, | am told. as the
Grear Barrier Reef bur largely unmonitored,
exposed, and vulnerable,

One of the more remarkable experiences is
[J:L‘ “water |i1.li|:|g“ -;.rr-l:h-;: horses |L':~l..1|.1.1..1 h.'.' Lim-
babweans Pat and .\'i,uu.i.-.' Retelaff dus i:u.g their
t]i5|:|[ I-u‘.-i'll |’|¢.‘e~i-’.|.t'|'|1. I{Ub".‘l[ .\-'[u.t_:ul‘ﬂ;':. t'rlu';.rl.i.l.'
terror 14 Years |:'l.'|.l.'!<. |'|:|¢: Hu.-:.-[-.mr}':. ’II.'JLII'IL{ a:l.i-l.'
|i'.n'¢:11 in :\itlfil.l'l'lhitll.l\'.'. |=|'il'|y,it'|g “il:h IJ'I-".'I'I'I
more l.l'l.ul 100 horses., Seven ':rt-l:|':l.' ﬂiigi.l'l,ﬂ I'H.'I.'i.l
Mo RS On 15-'.':15ulz:|r;1. I was Hrlt'l.}' IL‘!I:IPU’."'.' o
i1:-i.i| the n:r[||l.:|.~. in my party onc Jl]ﬂ[llilll; HL II]L‘.H'
rode (more like loated) barcback into the ocean.

"Come on, Richard, don't be scared,” lhiﬁ:.\
shouted 1o me from about 50 feer out. Rq;l-;:l-
l.{|:|j.'. I didn't j-:ri.:u them, '.1|l|::ru;d| the imugr_t' af
A% strong horses with riders hulﬂ:intg in the
waves of the Indian Ocean was i|1u-:\|.]i|.1|}' S
ductive. Instead, 1 lost r:ll:l.h.l..']l. in a World War
IT thriller '|:-j.' Dravid l}-:n-.ninsr,. Such are the
l:rur,h decisions one makes on ]h'nl',u-:r:u.

Criven the years of civil war, :|||1|H1.'_1.'u:1d'n
|].|;'||E-,|.:|cr|u Iskand is a :t'l;uli-'r]}' MEwW CXpet icnce
for either a ]ciml-:|_'.' stay of added on toa |'.lI:E!|':.'I:
southern Alrica safari. In the 603, this part al
M:Jr;nnhit'm.' and the Indian Ocean was a ju-
set heaven, Hi!i rich from Seuth Africa would
come for the thrll of its unmatched dn.'p-nc;t
Ii'\hini;. their wives urlnt:rr::l.h]j.' situated on Par-
adise Island, a qu.i-;.if.. A5-minute ride ir}' broat
trom ]!Tf.'ul-,ucriu. The resort is now a ruined
and abandoned I1L‘:!|:' ol a lu1|:-5-;.'|.| m'crl;rm-.':h.
and all that’s left are the shells: hollowed-out
rooims, cmpty p:m]x. and }.-[:I.ir‘.‘.':l:.'h |r.'.uﬁn;r, to
nowhere, But that was then and this is now.

.IliH.' '\.'."lJI]'l.i ".'\'('Il'-"’.'.‘- .III\I. 500 [0y .i'rlih'.-'ill'llli“.!llL'. L

The best moanths to visit uu.f.l"H:j'rmd' H:'.ugrr:'.l'ni
Islariel Fr.'u.n"er:ej':.um".c o) dre ;'J‘.'rn'f'. wihen the
.lm'?.l_p £Eason enteds, .U':-.lwugﬁ mid-fune, when the
semthern :E_ﬁ'frun WHREET SEiT . z”{a'r.u.-erf."ﬂ_r;:
.l.u:'.rf-:lr.rgu.u rf.-n;:{g'f.- a".‘H’-I:I'I' Noversber, [ wosld
suggest m.:l'a}r‘[; arrangements rura_';.' r."::lm:gf:

an :.luf_ﬁ.f.frr; i this cave, EXPLORE fnc.,
which can be reached ar 970-87 1-I065

ar |'.nr.'rr.l'fﬁfr:t;ﬂf.r.lrn:ﬁ':'r.-.'. net. § wondd also
:'n'mwmrurz":c.".'i.ulg fo .f]p:'.-.l.-'\" with Cherri .I'f.l'r:;:-gc
il?f'F‘re'A_llf_-,ﬂ:.'r mare elaborate -:.._",l':-'.lr.f I,r-w'.n.m.l.l."u_q.
Rates are .'.I'I:;IrJa'Hr.l'lr'n'.'I an seqasan and on wlhat
sort af ;p.-m'h:gr_]wu et :.-:K:'r;rrr :Ifr.-"m:.rp';
there are direct ﬂ{gﬁ':l:s betweers New York and
_,n"r.l.ﬁaumrffmr:g. fpn_'ll"r-'r Emirates {emirates.com),

which stais i Debar, _Il‘r'n' f;::{g—frf:rrf_ffr:gfrr-'.
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