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between modernigr and tradition, was fodder
for much discussion. Once, returninghome af-
ter a long stretch at Singita, he was physically-
and embarrassingly-unable to swallow his
fathers traditional co#s blood offering. My
son still asks me, "How many days does it take
Matthew to get to his village from Singita?"
Three. Almost a full day on a bus, followedby
two days on foot, traversing the wild so he can
visit with relatives along the way.

On our last night, as I lay awake in the dark
with my son in our airy canvas tent at Mara
Plains Camp, sited on a denselyforestedbend
in ariverin the Olare Motorogi Conservancy,
I thought about all we'd packed into just over
a week, thanks in no small part to easy plane
transfers and expert planning. With grunting
hippos and hissing cats providing a sound
track by turns lulling and haunting, I realized
that tr-ue adventure lies in that butterfly-bel-
lied dream state wherebeauty and just-outside-

your-comfort-zone fear intersect. a

The Pros We Use
Because whenyou outsource the
logistics, the only thingTou have to worry
about is ... absolutely nothing.

Afriea
EAST AFRICA

Linda Friedman
Custom Safaris
Friedman has three
decades of bespoke safari
experience, arranging
visits to local Maasai villages
and bookingtop-flight
camps like Angama Mara.

William Jones
Journeys by Design
His adventure trips take in
Africas extreme corners, like
Ethiopia and northern Kenya.

lari Proctor
U lt i m ate Afr i c a S afar i s
Proctor spends three
months a year reviewing
safari camps around
Africa to make sure they're
up to snufffor clients.

Nina Wennersten
and Daniel Saperstein
Hippa Creek Safaris
This family company tailors
trips to specifrc interests,
with private feedings
in animal orphanages and
stargazing at remote
bush camps.

FAMILY SAFARIS

Cherri Briggs
Explore
Part explorer, part family
shrink, Briggs spends half
the year researching camps
across the continent to
determine which are best for
families and just grownups.

Ryan Hilton
AuthentEscapes
This former safari guide
sniffs out family-friendly
lodges and kids-only game
drives across Afrioa,

SOUTHERN AFRICA

Julian Harrison
Premier Tours
An expert in game
movement, Harrison knows

which times of year are
best for maximizing wildlife
spotting opportunities.

Mark Nolting
Africa Adventure Company
Nolting has literally written
the book on the optimal
times ofyearto seethe
Great Serengeti migration
in Tanzania: His game guide
is now in its sixth edition.

Phoebe B. lrveinberg
Greatways Travel
Weinberg not only knows
the safari camp to go to
but the exact room to book.

TUNISIA

Jerry Sorkin
TunisUSA
Has 20-plus years of
North Africa experience,
closely tracks the security
situation, and connects
guests to leading diplomats,
politicos, and academics.

Asia
BURMA

Tyler Dillon
Butterfield & Robinson
Dillon gets travelers
beyond the typical tourist
sites to places like
Pyathatgyi Temple and
Kuthodaw Pagoda.

CENTRAL ASIA
Jonny Bealby
Wild Frontiers
Can arrange yurt sleep-
overs in Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan, and trips to
see dinosaur footprints
in Turkmenistan.

Zulya Rajabova
Silk Road Treasure Tours
An Uzbek native, she can
arrange overnights with
nomadic families, knows
which local festivals are
worth a visit, and has a
network of excellent guides.

E ARE THE
DAYS THAT
YOU GAN JUST
SH()W UP-
UNTESS YOU

tIKE STANDING
tN UllEs."

-DISNEY SPECIALIST
SUSAN KELLY

CHINA

David Allardice
Eastern Journeys
Plans visits to major cities
and to emerging regions
like Shanxi and Yunnan.

Gerald Hatherly
Abercrombie & Kent
With a particular expertise in
Chinese artlarchaeology,
he can gain access to private
colleotions across China.

Mei Zhang
WildChina
Unique-access tours
through her homeland
have included champagne
picnics on the Great
Wall and dinners with artist
Ai Weiwei at his home.

HIMALAYAS

Sanjay Silena
Destination Himalaya
This former mountain guide
designs action-packed
trekking itineraries through
lndia, Nepal, and Tibet and
also plans trips to Sri Lanka.

INDIA
Lucy Davison
Banyan Tours
With eight offices across
India, she crafts experiences
that less-connected
agents can't, like a private
dinner in a royal palace.
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