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Strategies SAFARIS MADE EASY

rock art and
the spa ak
Bushmans
Kloal.

2

CULTURE & WILDLIFE

South Africa

HIGHLIGHTS Krnuiger Mational Rark in tha nartheast, flanked by the private
lodges and conservancies of the Sabl Sand Private Game Reserve;

thi wineyards and restavrants of the Cape Winelands region; Capn Tawn
and Johannesburg, historical and cultural centers.

Post-apartheid, South Africa established fself as the continent’s
blue-chip destination, Safari lodges and companies, such as Singita
Private Game Reserves (singite.com), Londeloal (Tendolozi.com),

and &Beyond, brought luzury to the major game regions, while Cape
Town and the surrounding winclands became a jet-set playground.
But intimate retreats are now enticing travelers to make cultural
side trips to lesser-known areas of the country. Bushmans Kloof
Wilderness Reserve & Wellness Retreat (bushmanskloofeo.za),
alé-room lodze a three-hour drive north of Cape Town, IsIna
wildlower-filled setting where Bushman rock art sites date back
10,000 vears, Two hours south of Cape Town, the 2% room Grootbos
Private Nature Reserve (grootbos.com) arranges trips to see

the Marine Big Five: whales, dolphins, sharks, seals, and penguins.
Just novthwest of Johannesburg are the caves of the Cradle of
Humankind (maropengen.ca), a paleontology unesco World Heritage
site. Adventurers can also head to Zululand, where Fugitives'

Drift Lodge (fugitives-drift-lodege.com), the house of late historian
David Rateray, offers tours of 1879 Anglo-Zulu War bactlefields,

WHEN TO GO TOP OPERATORS

m » Afrlean Travel africantravelinc.com; 8 days from
£30895,

apr IMay f Jun)
Ju Jaugl sep)
oct INov ] Dec]

» BBoyond andbeyand.com; B days from 54135,
¢ Cape Insights capeinsights.com; 7 days from 55,062
» Passago to Alrles passagetoafrica.caom; 7 days from

MOTE . city center, Your hotel can advise you on the best way to get areund.
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NEW ADVENTURE
Botswana

HIGHLIGHTS The wildife of the
Okavango Delta; the sprawiing,
sami-arid Kalaharl Desert; the
narthaast's Chabe Matlanal Park,
knewn far LS massive elephant herds,

Botswana now rivals South Africa
as the continent's most high-end
safari destination, defined by

the Okavangs Delta's standard-
setting camps such as Mombo
Camp (mombo.co.wk) and
Wilderneass Safaris’ refurbiishead
Abu Camp, famous for its slephant-
back tours. The Country, Rowever,
is shifting away from ultra-luxe
lpages and back toward active
itineraries and camfortably

rustic properties. On the Kalahari
Desert’s Makgadikgadi Fans,

the 10-tert Camp Kalahari (rom
Uncharted Africa is the affordable
sister to the classic Jack's Camp,
&lso on the pans. Altarnatively,

| Ride Botswana with David Foot

Safaris now operates a horseback
safari across tha pans, Even

[ more adventurous s the Sslinda

Canoe Trall operated by Great
Plains Conservatlon, a four-day,
30-mile trip along the ancient
Selinda Spillwany.

WHENTO GO
[dar | Fobr| Mar | Ape | May L jun
S [Ruoser [oct | riov I

» Great Plains Conservation
greatplansconsarvation.com;
7 days from $3.846.

» Rida Botswana with David Faat
Safaris ridebotswana.com, 7 days
fram %3, 860,

k Uncharted Alriea Safan Co.
unchartedafrica.com; 7 days
from $2 448,

» Wildorness Safarls wildernass-
safarizcom; Fdays from $5,400,

Afrigan
aelgphants in
Botewani



DESERT DIVERSITY

Namibia

HIGHLIGHTS namib-mMaukiuit
HWational Park, Africa’s largest
reserve; Etosha Mational Park,
rerovnied for plains game;

the northwest's Damaraland

fow fossilizad troas and desart
elephants haunbing Skeleton Coast
Hatlonal Park,

Mamibia's otherwarldly dosart
landscapes and dramatic coastal
plains hit the traveler's radar in

the mid 2000° and have since
grown in popularity. Thae challenge
has always been how to navigate
the great distances betwean
attractions and camps. Lataly mora
travelers are opting for high-end,
privately guided safaris—invaling
helicopters and light planes—tao
visit the mast far-flung comers,
such a3 Wilderness Safaris’ eight-
villa Serra Cafema camp near the
Angola border. At the same time,
operators are now offering mores
affordable group tours. Geographic
Expaditiaons has eight-pearson
safaric that traval from Windhoeak
to Damaraland for just over $3,000
a person. Wild About Africa also
features a nine-day group itinerary,
with a tour of the Fish River Canyon,
for anly $1,179 per persan,

WHEN TO GD

[Jan | Feb] Mar | Apr | May | Jun |
[Jui [Avalsep ] oct | Nov] pec]

TOP OPERATORS

» Cox & Kings coxandkingsusa.com;
7 days from 55,435,

r Expart Afrlca expertafrica.cam,

7 days from £2,811

» Geographic Expeditions geoex,
com; T days from $7,700,

» Skeleton Coast Safarls
skelatoncoastsalaris.com; G days
fromn S8, 8AS

= Wild About Africa wildaboutafrica.
o 8 days from 57,053

Rgtey are per paarson, baseo
O O LS GCCLREIE

Garth Hovell
From
Jimbabwa

Traweling on Fool
|magine standing

AFFORDABLE ADVENTURE

Zambia

HIGHLIGHTS The river-crossed South Luangwa Matlonal Park; game-rich
Lower Zambezi National Park on the north bank of the Zambez! Rlver,
majastic Victorla Falls, bosdaring Zimbalbwe,

Long in the shadow of neighboring Zimbabwe, Zambia has now
established itself as the ulimate adventure destination, famous for its
walking safaris ard canose trips and cclmph_'n'u:nh:d hy aslate of SL}'[iﬁ]'l
iyet affordable) bush ledges and river camps, South Luangwa, where
outfitters Norman Carr and Robin Pope pioncered walking safaris,
is the jewel of the country’s parks system and offers increasingly
upscale accommodations to go with its unrivaled wildlife, The seven
| refurbished camps of the Busheamp Company (Dusheampeompany,
| com), in the south of the park, ave chic and intimate, and can be visited
on an exclusive camp-to-camp walk, In the Lower Zambezi Valley,
| the eight colonial-style suites of Baines” River Camp (bainesrivercamp.
com) bring a new level of lucury to Zambia, More in keeping with
the eountrv's ald-school authenticity are the river-view tents of the
family-owmed Chiawa Camp (chimwa.comy) and its rustic sister
property downriver, Old Mondoro (oldmonderc.com), aceessed by boar,
Activities include game drives, river safaris, and fishing excursions.

TOF OPERATORS

r Abarcromble & Kent aborcrombickent.com; 7 days
From 55,040,
» Explore Inc. exploraafrica.net; 8 days from 52,850,

| WHENTO GO

| Ian  Feb  Mar
sor EIFF] PN
BT £ B

Oct Moy Dec

» Norman Carr Safarls normancarrsafars.comg 7 days
from 52, 100,

= Robin Pope robinpopesafaris.nel; B days from
$2.631

= Wild Planet Adventures wildplanetadvenbures. com;
7 days from 53,998,

orugn v i

HEIHEBICHAGETE Y PH AGE§ ORI TEEY, D

@
I

|
a
2
i
Lt
&
1



Masal
warkiors at
- thia Masail
Mara Hational
RaseTye.

A CLASSIC, WITH A TWIST
-
Tanzania

HIGHLIGHTS The serengetl, site
of tihe Great Migration; Mount
Kllimanjare, Africa’s highast peak;
the yolcanic, game-rich Ngorongoro
Crater basin; the UNESCO-listed
Stone Town on Zanzibar island,

Ag with tho Mara in Korma, the
Serenget| nas been plagued with
mass tourism and overcrowding.,

But innowative operators are taking
travalars b the country's less visited
corriers. Last June luxe lodging
company Singlta Grumetl Reserves
(sngifacony unveiled ita first

mobile safaris in its 340,000-acre
concessicn near the Serengeti, Eco-
camping outfitter Wayo Africa visits
remake Lake Eyasl, a salt laka south
of the park, In the undeveloped
norkh, the government has chosen a
few companies to bulld small lodges,
including Momad Tanzania's Lamal
Serengeti whose 12 rooms blend
It rexekey bills. Even farther-flung
reglons are caming to the fare; In

thie jungle-coverad Mahale chimp
habitat, Memad's Greystoke Mahale
has six thatched-roof huts on Lake Douglas Nagl
Tanganyika, In 2010, Amara Selous
(@mara-lanzania.coml opanad
with 12 sultes (all with privata
plunge pools) In southern Tanzanias Company
untamed Selous Game Reserve, Lotlars Safar

From
Henya

(Cotamannt

WHENTO G (Enfas i
. Firsi=Time Satas

Jan Fab Mar Apr May [EIR || "

L sul [Auasep] oct NERRGEE
SOk [

TOP OPERATORS get, and perfect for
v Aardvark Safarls aardvarksafaris, il
comy ¥ days from $5,500
+ Geaorge Mavroudis Safaris |

amsafaris.com; 11 days from $11,000, |
» Homad Tanzanla nomad-tanzania,
commy; 7 days from §5.400. |
¢ Rothschild Safarls rothachilcsalaris.
com; 7 days from $2,380.

 Waya Africa wayvealrica.com;
7 clays from $2,400,

Bigg Fevr in & mantter

ot howrs aeed walch

L Lt ]
mitfion wildeboests.”

National
[ Park.

Ratar and Dor 2arson, Lesad ot Ooue OCoumaiC)

COMMUNITY & CONSERVATION

Kenya

HIGHLIGHTS Tre Masal Mara Natlonal Reserve, home to the Great Migration:
the private game reserves of the Lalkipla region; the vibrant capital, Malrebl.

Traditionally the most romnantic of safari destinations, Kenva lost
miuch of its lnster over the past three decades because of congestion in
its parks and rampant political corruption. But theres a fresh energy
in the countryside, evident in a new breed of lodges—and lodge
owners—that emphasize community and preservation. Proceeds

from the eight-cottage Olarro (plermokenya.comy), on the Maras eastern
perimeter, go o build kcal schools, clinics, and wells, The seven-tent
Mara Plains Camp (greatploimsconservationcom) operates game-viewing
trips in a conservancy run in parmership with the Masal Segera
Retreat (wilderness-safaris.com), meanwhile, is set to open eight solar-
powered villas on a reelaimed Laikipia eattle ranch in July, Family-
owned properties are slso playing up the personalities of their owners,
In Laikipia, Lemarti's Camp (lemartiscampueom) is owned by Nairobi
fashion designer Anna Trzebinski and her Samburu husband. Near
Amboseli National Park, Ol Donyeo Lodge (greatplainsconservation.com)

WHEN TO GD TOP OPERATORS

» Big Five Tours & Expeditions bigfive.com; ¥ days
Fob | Hor Sl Y
Apr May  Jun ¢ Cotiars Satarl Service cottars.com; 7 dayvs from $5,950

m Im m » Extragrdinary Journeys ejafricacom; 7 days from
§3,500
m MNov Dec
¢ Journeys by Deslgn joumeysbydesign.oom; 8 days
from $7.385.

+ Mleato Safarls micarto.com: 7 days from S0, 2040,

» Safari & Conservation Company thesafariand
pontarvalioneampary.com; 9 days from $4,997
sapery | The LS, State Department currently has a travel warning issuad
BOTE. . for Kenya. Check with your tour operator and botels an what security
precautions they take

TRAVELANDLEISURECOM MARCH 201 B7
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Virunga Lot
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Park, | “The bigmest of the
wanda anda
In Rwanda's Vinmndga
L N

Moz was
waitls aweay whenhe
unexpectedly mae
oy bwo legs and

mn past us baating
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Since 2000, Africa’s central highlands have seen a dramatic rise in gorilla | WHENTO 60 auit his punisarment

; : | A deiols o,
tourism, mast of it from the United States, Rwanda is casier on wrekkers,  FERYEZTIED ~pc moy B | 00

PRIMATES & THE BIG FIVE

HIGHLIGHTS Tha mauntain-garilla-filled Virunga Mountains, encompassing Pare des Vielcans,
in Rwanda, and Ugende's Bwindl Impenetrable Forest; the adjscent Gueen Ellizabath Hatlonal Park
and Kibale Natlonal Park, bath in Uganda, Famous for chimps and a dozen other prirmates,

i redibie”
with its genty graded walks into the mountains, while Uganda's dense  ETIN EXT] ETAEES ~ov I3
jungle, which holds a larger gorilla population, requires better fitness, . e
But a safari to the region no longer need focus solely on gorillas, Thanks | top OPERATORS
to sounder conservation policies, Uganda is seeing a resurgence In plains © » african Portfolio onsafari.com;
game atits parks, Volcanoes Safaris recently opened the Kyambura 7 days from 34,505
Gorge Lodge on a former coffec estate on the edge of Queen Elizabeth  * Epic Private Jouneys
: : f " 5 epicprivetejournays.com; T days
National Park—perfectly sited for lon, elephant, and chimp tracking: from $8.000,
The aperator ean round out a treip with scays at ivs Bwindi Safarl Lodge . kor 5 powney kerdowney.com,
or across the border at Bwanda’s Virunga Ledge. For a traditional 10 days from $6,445
safari experience, consider the recently rebuilt 36-room, 21-tent Chebe | » Volcanoes Safaris 5
] | [ afaris.eom; 7 d
Safari Lodge (chobelodgeuganda.com), in Uganda’s Murchison Falls ; E?‘:?ﬁ“ N RS
National Park. Sinee the establishment of the Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary, :
FA g fre 2 Raltes are per persan, based
it's now paossible to see the Big Five in the country again. et dauble aeoupaicy
L] . = Fad ]
MALAWI | MOZAMEIQUE REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO : ZIMBABWE
The gin-clear waters of Lake Gore ara decades of poaching: Mot to be canfused with the After years of political turmoil,
Malawi hane attracted operators | the big sbary 15 Gorongosa war-torm Dermocratic Republic, Zimbakywe Is starting to regain
such as Wikderress Safaris, while  Mations! Park, whers Congo |5 establishing eco-camps Its footing. Investors ane
the African Parks Mebwork b5 conservationist Greg Car's i in Odzala-Faokoua Matonal Fark, renovating properties at Victoria
reintraducing elephants and black | namesake foundation has spent | home ta rare farast alrphants Falls snd Lake Karila, whils
rhines into the Majete Wildlife . millians to reintroduce elephants | and the highest density of | independent operators novw offar
Resarva in the country's south,  and openod a tented camp Africa’s wastern lowland gorifas.  © cross-hosder trips to Zambia,

EIEEENEECIEEIEE rroe & RIVERBOATIMG SAFAR 1N HAMIBLA TO SHORKELIMG WITH SHARKS &
BB MARCH2MZ TRAVELAMDLEISURE.COM HONDURAS, GREAT ADVEMTURES AWAIT AT TRAVELANDLEISURECOM VACATION-IDEAS MDVENTURE
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