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FOR THE 16TH YEAR, TRAVEL + LEISURE'S DEFINITIVE LIST OF
THE TOP HOTELS, CRUISE LINES, AIRLINES, CAR-RENTAL AGENCIES,
OUTFKITTERS, CITIES, AND ISLANDS, AS VOTED BY READERS, IS
AN ESSENTIAL INDEX OF THE PLACES YOU WANT TO GO AND
THE GOLD-STANDARD COMPANIES THAT WILL TAKE YOU THERE.
NAVIGATE THE GLOBE LIKE A SKILLED INSIDER—STARTING NOW.

NEW! Download the first-ever World’s Best Awards digital edition at
TravelandLeisure.com/iPad or on iTunes for trips, links, maps, and more.

EDITED BY SARAH SPAGNOLO



Top Tour Operators = Top Domestic - Top
and Safari Outfitters Airlines Car-Rental
. MICATO SAFARIS 97.04 1. 86.76 AgenCieS

. KER & DOWNEY 96.85 2, 81.60 ;

. EXPLORE, INC. 96.33 3. 7858 1. 82.05 % !

- WILDERNESS SAFARIS 95.05 4. 78.53 2

. AUSTIN-LEHMAN ADVENTURES 94.85 5 76.70 8018

5. COX & KINGS 94.24 6. 74.24 3. 7943G

COSTA RICA EXPEDITIONS 93.84 7. 7212 4.
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8. TRAVCOA 93.62 7136 78.45
9. &BEYOND 93.56 © .
10. ASIA TRANSPACIFIC JOURNEYS 93.33 10. 69.59 78.25
11. CLASSIC JOURNEYS 92.86 6.

12. BUTTERFIELD & ROBINSON 92.82 7704

:I;VBT BICYCLING & WALKING VACATIONS 92.45 P Top International s

14. AFRICAN TRAVEL 91.89
15. ADVENTURES BY DISNEY 91.67 R T 8
16. COUNTRY WALKERS 91.62 Airlines
17. BACKROADS 91.50 9
18. TAUCK 9138 L. 8286
19. ODYSSEYS UNLIMITED 91.23 8873
20. KENSINGTON TOURS 90.46
21. ABSOLUTE TRAVEL 90.00
22. ABERCROMBIE & KENT 89,61
23. NATURAL HABITAT ADVENTURES 89.29
24. MOUNTAIN TRAVEL SOBEK 88.89
25. BIG FIVE TOURS & EXPEDITIONS 8817
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3 Denotes a World's Best debut :
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BANGKOK

No. 1
CITY
OVERALL

4 Top Cities

No.1

Overall

.BANGKOK 90.49

. FLORENCE 89.92
.ROME 88.45

NEW YORK CITY 88.40
.ISTANBUL 88.18
.CAPE TOWN 88.06

. SIEM REAP Cambodia 87.90
.SYDNEY 87.84
.BARCELONA 87.83

. PARIS 87.78
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United States and Canada

NEW YORK CITY 88.40
CHARLESTON South Carolina 87.41
CHICAGO 87.27

SAN FRANCISGO 8717

SANTA FE New Mexico 86.07
NEW ORLEANS 85.66
SAVANNAH Georgia 85.63 9
VANCOUVER 85.46 :
VICTORIA British Columbia 84.43
.QUEBEC CITY 84.20
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% Denotes a World's Best debut

CITY

Mexico and Central and ASI

South America
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.BUENOS AIRES 87.77

. €Uzco Peru 85.70
.MEXICO CITY 84.56

. RIO DE JANEIRO 82.93
. SANTIAGO Chile 79.41
LIMA Peru 78.84 &

. PLAYA DEL CARMEN Mexico 77.84 &
. PUERTO VALLARTA Mexico 77.55
.PANAMA CITY 74.87 ©

. CANCUN Mexico 74.37

Europe
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OP N MAWN

FLORENCE 89.92
.ROME 88.45
ISTANBUL 88.18
BARCELONA 87.83
PARIS 87.78
VIENNA 86.45
VENICE 8641
MADRID 85.98

. SIENA ltaly 85.88
SEVILLE Spain 85.80

Asia
1. BANGKOK 20.49
2. SIEM REAP Cambodia 87.90
3. KYOTO Japan 87.22
4. HONG KONG 86.18
5. TOKYO 84.75
6. SHANGHAI 84.29
7, HO CHI MINH CITY Vietnam 84.09 @
8. BEIJING 83.51
9. HANOI Vietnam 83.48
10. SINGAPORE 83.44

Africa and the Middle East
1. CAPE TOWN 88.06
2. JERUSALEM 87.77
3. TEL AVIV 84.38
4. CAIRO 78.66
5. DUBAI United Arab Emirates 76.84

Australia, New Zealand,

and the South Pacific
1. SYDNEY 87.84
2. MELBOURNE 85.03
3. QUEENSTOWN New Zealand 84.31
4. CHRISTCHURCH New Zealand 82.38
5. AUCKLAND New Zealand 81.64
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SINGITA GRUMETI RESERVES (SASAKWA LODGE, SABORA TENTED
CAMP, FARU FARU LODGE) Serengeti National Park, Tanzania 98.44

2. SINGITA SABI SAND AT SABI SAND PRIVATE GAME RESERVE

(EBONY LODGE,BOULDERS LODGE, CASTLETON CAMP)

Kruger National Park, South Africa 97.95

ROYAL MALEWANE Kruger National Park, South Africa 97.88

!. OL DONYO LODGE Mbirikani Group Ranch, Kenya 97.71 &3

OBEROI UDAIVILAS Udaipur, India 97.70

. TRIPLE CREEK RANCH Darby, Montana 9710

7.MANDARIN ORIENTAL DHARA DHEVI Chiang Mai, Thailand 27.00
OBEROI RAJVILAS Jaipur, India 96.92

. KIRAWIRA LUXURY TENTED CAMP Serengeti National Park, Tanzania 96.71

10. SERENGETI MIGRATION CAMP Serengeti National Park, Tanzania 96.50

1. LODGE AT KAURI CLIFFS Matauri Bay, New Zealand 96.25

12. FAIRMONT MOUNT KENYA SAFARI CLUB Nanyuki, Kenya 95.64
. POSADA DE MIKE RAPU, EXPLORA EN RAPA NUI Easter Island 95.47 ©

OBEROI AMARVILAS Agra, India 95.33

NISBET PLANTATION BEACH CLUB Nevis 95.24

LA RESIDENCE PHOU VAO Luang Prabang, Laos 95.20

FOUR SEASONS RESORT Carmelo, Uruguay 95.20 ©

NGORONGORO CRATER LODGE Tanzania 95.14

19. PALACIO DUHAU - PARK HYATT Buenos Aires 94.97

]

o

n

Overall Winners

A TESTAMENT TO THE WANDERLUST OF
Travel + Leisure readers: six of this year’s top 10 hotels
overall are safari lodges in Africa, including the No. 1 winner, SAMBMBO.A LITTLE MOMBO CAMES QkavahgoDeltarBotwana 4,02

Si ita G tiR i th 21. HOTEL CARUSO Ravello, Italy 94.75
Ingita sarumetEReSeEVES, arretosIesortIN RQILNEerT) 22.LITTLE PALM ISLAND RESORT & SPA Little Torch Key, Florida 94.56

Tanzania that’s made a blazing return to the World’s Best 23. MANDARIN ORIENTAL Bangkok 94.49
Awards. Almost a third of the properties are in the United 24. BLACKBERRY FARM Walland, Tennessee 94.40

States and Canada—a percentage that has remained ZOBTAFFORD LONBON BY KEMPINSK i
E 2008 h_l th b in M % 26. COUPLES TOWER ISLE St. Mary, Jamaica 94.33
constant since —while the Big surge was in Mexico 27. STEIN ERIKSEN LODGE Park City, Utah 94.32

and Central and South America, where the number of 28. FOUR SEASONS RESORT HUALALAI Hawaii, the Big Island 94.04
winning hotels in the top 50 increased fivefold this year. 29.RITZ-CARLTON BEIJING, FINANCIAL STREET 94.00

30. TURNBERRY RESORT, A LUXURY COLLECTION HOTEL Scotland 93.88
31. OLISSIPPO LAPA PALACE Lisbon 93.87
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Throughout the World's Best Awards, scores shown have been 32. SAN YSIDRO RANCH, A ROSEWOOD RESORT Santa Barbara, California 93.86
rounded to the nearest hundredth of a point; in the event of a true 33. LE QUARTIER FRANCAIS Franschhoek, South Africa 93.82

tie, properties, companies, or destinations share the same ranking. 34. HOTEL VILLA CIPRIANI Asolo, Italy 93.75

€) Denotes a Great Value (rate of $250 or less) 35. HOTEL PLAZA ATHENEE Paris 93.63

¢ Denotes a debut on the World's Best Awards list :6. FOUR SEASONS RESORT Jackson Hole, Wyoming 93.60
37.INTERCONTINENTAL BORA BORA RESORT & THALASSO SPA
French Polynesia 93.56
38. SOFITEL LEGEND METROPOLE HANOI Vietnam 93.51 0





